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A Bolivian court has ordered the arrest of the president of the Asamblea Constituyente and six other
assembly officials who wrote the country's draft Constitucion Politico del Estado (CPE), accusing
them of disobeying court orders and leveling a contempt charge against them. The assembly
members have rejected the court's authority over them in a case where courts ordered the assembly
elected to rewrite the nation's Constitution to consider the issue of moving the national capital from
La Paz to Sucre, in the department of Chuquisaca.
The accused assembly members say they did not appear before the court because they would not
get a fair hearing in Chuquisaca, and they have called for the prosecutors pushing for their arrest to
be prosecuted.

Capital-city controversy leads to institutional conflict
On April 7, Judge Ivan Sandoval of the Corte Superior de Justicia ordered the arrest of the assembly
members for contempt. His order called for formal notification of the allegations against the seven
assembly members: assembly president Silvia Lazarte, first vice president Roberto Aguilar, fourth
vice president Angel Villacorta, second secretary Svetlana Ortiz, third secretary Pastor Arista, fifth
secretary Miguel Pena, and sixth secretary Weimar Becerra.
The judge said contempt charges proceed "when the accused does not appear for a citation
without justified cause." "It is also ordered that arrest warrants, to be executed by any authority,
be expedited," he said. He ordered that the legislators also be barred from leaving the country. The
charges stem from a prior standoff when a court ordered the assembly to put the issue of moving the
capital from La Paz to Sucre back on the body's official agenda.
The assembly leaders rejected the court order, saying the Constituent Assembly was an "originating
power" (poder orginario), and it was not subject to court orders. Assembly members allege political
persecution Aguilar rejected the arrest order on April 7, saying, "They are charging us for having,
according to them, decided to take the issue of the capital city off the table within the assembly. That
is not the decision of seven members of the leadership, it was the decision of 134 constituents by a
vote in a plenary session."
Aguilar added, "We will not appear [before the court], we do not have sufficient guarantees. The big
problem is now that we've been cited, if we were to present ourselves in Sucre the fascist groups
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